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REPORT. 
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We, the undersigned, Selectmen and Treasurer of Swanzey, 
respectfully submit the following financial report for the year ending 
March 1], 18738: 


APPROPRIATIONS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING IN 
MARCH, 1872. 


Support of Schools, $1500 00 

&» 4. Poor, 1000 00 
Interest on Town Debt, 3000 00 
Repairs of Highways, (pSid in labor,) 1500 00 
New Road and Bridges, 300 00 
Ordinary Town Charges, 1000 00 


ee ete 


APRIL INVOICKH, 1872. 


Total valuation, including polls, $507,875 00 
Rate per cent. on one hundred dollars, 1 90 
Tax resulting, $9649 63 

on 89 male Dogs, 89 00 

“ 9 female « 18 00 
Non-resident highway tax, 121 47 
School-house tax, No. 7, 228 46 


Amount committed to the collector, $10,106 56 


RECEIPTS FOR 1872. 

Cash remaining io the ‘Treasury, March 1, 
2: $648 80 

Tax in hands of collector for 1871, 971 57 


oer ee 


MONEY BORROWED. 


April 25, 1872, Arvilla S. Wilber, $ 114 00 
Sept. 4, « A. &J. Holbrook, 300 00 
« 12, « Ashuelot National Bank, 2,978 00 

“« - J, * Lorenzo Ballou, 2010 00 

“« 21, “« Martha J. Bailey, 1,660 00 
Oct. 1, “ BR. & G. BE. Whitcomb, 3,500 00 
“6 «Lyman N. Howes, 450 00 
Nov. 16, ‘ Enoch Howes, ~ 1,650 00 
Dec. 9, “ Geo. W. Willis, 175 00 
«  =©21, “ Henry Eames, 500 00 
“ee Alonzo A. Ware, 1,000 00 
Jan, 8, 1878, Candis Bullock, ; 890 00 
«8, «© GW. Oliver, 2,000 00 
“10, « A. & J. Holbrook, 650 00 





RECEIPTS CONTINUED. 


Received from the State, Savings Bank tax 
for 1872, $980 39 


Received from the State, Railroad tax for 
1872, 156 18 


Received from the State, Literary Fund, 1872, 148 75 
& ‘ * Bonds and Cash, re- 
imbursement for Soldiers’ Bounties, 12,325 00 


$15,967 00 


Received Interest ou State Bonds, 410 50 
“from sale of ‘Town Bonds, 1700 00 
«  « Qounty for support of Paupers, 8 30 
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DISBURSEMEN'TS, 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Paid 8S. Faulkner, Selectman for 1871, $100 00 


“ Geo. Q. Capron, “ oy 120 00 
« A. A, Ware, “s su 112 00 
« ), Howes, Treasurer, ‘“ 7 25 00 
« Q, I. Cutler, Town Clerk, = « AT 34 
« G.I. Cutler, Sup. School Com., 1871,- 50 00 
« Geo. Whitcomb, Sexton, 1871-2, » 69 00 
« K. Towns, Sexton, 1871, 45 00 
« B. F. Lombard, Moderator, » 00 
«A. A. Stanley, Collector, 1871, 75 06 
«+ A.A. Stanley, D 1872, 75 00 





es 


SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Paid Augusta Wheelock for support of Otis 


Oleoit, $60 00 
“ Charles ‘Talbot, support of Perrin Ap- 
plin, 24 87 


« Edmund Stone, support of poor three- 
fourths of year, ending Oct. 15, 025 00 





$15,729 32 


$723 34 


$609 87 


a 
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SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
$1,655 00_ 


ere 


REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid Geo, H. Moore, Snowing Bridge, $ 6 00 
“« KR. Stowell, a“ s 8 00 
“ T. T. Wetherbee, railing for highway, 3 00 
“ ©. J. Verry, labor on highway, 12 59 
“ Ansil Morse, “ “ 6 03 
* Geo. O. Capron, labor on highway; 48 &5 
“© Edwin Snow, ‘6 as 64 40 
« §.L. Whitcomb, * ‘“ 16 50 
“« P,P. Carleton, « “ 8 00 
« H. H. Bolles, “ ‘“ 14 00 
“ EK. P. Woodward, « “ 1 00 
“ Thayer Thompson, “ “i 2 30 
« John D. Hale, a “ 4 00 
«« L. N. Howes, “ “ 6 00 
« D. B. C. Hill, « « 5 00 
“« G. W. Faulkner, bridge plank, 11 09 
“ Henry Eames, « st 2 00 
‘« B. Corlis, bridge plank and labor, 28 37 


“ B. F. Lombard, bridge plank and labor, 39 44 
“« D. Whitcomb, Jr., labor on highway, and 


snowing bridge, 9 50 
“ L. N. Howes, labor and material on Facto- 
ry Village Bridge, . 98 75 
“ Orrin Oakman, labor and “ on bridge, 15 00 
« L. B. Seaver, labor on culvert, 18 00 . 
“ J. 8. Herrick, building new road, 493 00 
“ Qlive Crossett, land damage, 20 00 
« Jennie L. Crossett, land damage, 55 00 
“ Non res, highway tax paid in labor, 1871, 5 01 
sou a “ « 1872, 11 81 
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NOTES AND INTEREST PAID. 


Sophronia Hunt, indorsed on note, 
Arvilla 8. Wilber, note and interest, 


Lydia W. Holbrook, two notes and interest, 


Cong. Society, interest, 

Semira Crouch, interest, 

D. W. Harris, note and interest, 
Hannah Clark, note and interest, 
Savings Bank, note and interest, 
J. D. Ware, interest, 

Nancy Stratton, interest, 

Rachel Wescott, interest, 

A. & J. Holbrook, interest, 

Joel Hammond, note and interest, 
C. Whitcomb & Co., note and interest, 
Phoebe Wheeler, note and interest, 
Eliza Whitcomb, note and interest, 
E. Howes, note and interest, 
Aurelia Whitcomb, interest, 

Julia A. Stratton, interest, 

C. Marble, endorsement on note, 
D. R. Marshall, note and interest, 
Ashuelot N. Bank, note and interest, 
Alvan Starkey, note and interest, 
W. Field, interest, 

R. & G. E. Whitcomb, interest, 
Geo. W. Oliver, interest, 

Coupons from Town Bonds, 


$150 00 


114 00 
300 85 
T 20 

12 00 
72 79 
313 75 
6,087 12 
21 00 

~ 60 00 
6 00 
121 80 
221 78 
10,611 67 
153 51 
203 96 
1,871 25 
5 40 

90 00 
200 00 
328 10 
3,013 31 
9,783 15 
7 98 

110 00 
20 00 
434 40 
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33,873 95 


INCIDENTALS, 


Paid Wm. Read, damage to sheep by dogs, 8.6 00 
A.§. Blake, damage done to sheep by dogs, 15 00 
1. W. Holbrook, damage done to sheep by dogs, 10 00 
H. H. Aldrich, damage done to sheep by dogs, 21 00 
Benjamin Mead, damage done to sheep by dogs, 6 00 


G. G. Bidwell, damage done to sheep by dogs, 6 00 


E. Howes, tolling bell, 5 50 
Martin Mason, tolling bell, 1871, 1872, 18 50 
G. I. Cutler, reporting births and deaths, 1A 75 
Gee. H. Tilden & Co., blank books and sta- } 

! tionery, 11 48 
T. T. Wetherbee, over tax, 9 50 
J. W. Ballou, over tax, te 9 50 
J. KE. Underwood, over tax, ee ey) 
J. P. Whitcomb, over tax, S() 
Cyrus Stanley, over tax, § 50 
David Parsons, over tax, Bi 1 90 
Kastman & Bidwell, over tax, 19 00 
G. W, Piper, damage by defect in highway, 35 00 
J. W. Cummings, watering place, | 300 
Samuel Thompson, watering place, 3 00 — 
Joseph Perry, watering place, 8 00 
William Read, 3 00 | 


Ashuelot Nat. Bank, discount on State Bae o4 59 
State Reform School, support E. B. Perry, 40 86 
Julius N. Morse, printing town reports and 


posters, (aaa ODS 
Isaac Aldrich, serving pauper notice upon 

town of Marlow, ~~ ~6 50 
Abatement of Taxes, 1871, 94 69 
Abatement of Taxes, 1872, 38 40 


—— 22 we 


#490 25 


RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS. 
Cash in Treasury March 1, 1872, $ 648 80 
Cash in hands of Collector for 1871, 971 57 
Total amount of money committed to the Collec- 
tor on Town Account, 1872, 9,878 10 
Borrowed during the year, 15,967 00 
Received from sale of Town Bonds, 1,700 00 
from State, reimbursement for Soldiers’ 
. Bounties, 12,325 00 
from State, Savings Bank Tax, 1872, 980 39 
Railroad Tax, 1872, 156 18 
Literary Fund, 1872, 148 75 
from Interest on State Bonds, 410 50 
from County, support of Paupers, 8 50 
“ $43,194 79 
yy DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid Town Officers, $ 7238 34 
State Tax, 1,266 00 
County Tax, 1,158 84 
Support of Poor, * 609 87 
Schools, 1,655 C0 
Repairs of Highways and Bridges, 1,012 64 
Notes and Interest, 33,873 95 | 
Incidentals, 490 25 : 
State Bonds unsold, — 140000 
Remaining in Treasury, 1,004 90 


"348,194 79 


10. 
LIABILITIES. 
NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN. 

E. Howes, $1,650 00 
Adams Kingsbury, 2,000 00 
J.D. Ware, 350 00. 
Elmira Sawyer, 106 05 
Rebecca Williams, 70 70 
Cong. Society, 120 00 
H. 8. Applin, 300 00 
Marshall Rixford, 363 79 
Ahaz Cass, 200 00 
Sophronia Hunt, 135 00 
C. Marble, 50 00 
J. Hamblett, (Talbot note,) 140 00 
E. 8. Crouch, 100 00 
Almerine Spear, 500 00 
Emily R. Spear, 285 25 
A. 5. Wilber, 114 00 
J. C. Webber, 200 00 
A. & J. Holbrook, 2,950 00 
Geo. W. Willis, 625 00: 
Aurelia Whitcomb, 90 00. 
R. & G. E. Whitcomb, 5,000 00 
B. Corlis, * 200 00 
Susanna Bryant, 134 36 
Henry A. Spear, 500-00 
Rachel Wescott, 100 00 
Julia A. Stratton, 1,500 06 
Nancy Stratton, 1,000 00 
Louisa 8. Wright, 85-12 
Lorenzo Ballou, 200 00 
Marthe J. Bailoy, 


1,600 00 
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‘ 
Lyman N. Howes, 450 00 . 
Henry Eames, 500 00 
Alonzo A. Ware, 1000 00 
Candis Bullock, ‘ 850 00 
G. W. Oliver, 2000 00 
Town Bonds, outstanding, 8,500 00 ‘ 
Estimated interest due on the above notes and 
bonds, 1,300 00 
Estimated due Town Officers for 1872, 600 00 
$35,869 27 
ASSETS. 
Cash in Treasury, : $1004 90 
Due from Marlow, 35 00 
State Bonds unsold, 1,400 00— 
$2,439 90 
Total amount og Liabilities, $35,869 27 


“ a Assets, 1,489 90 


_ Leaving the indebtedness of the Town at this 
date, March 1, 1873, $38,429 37 
STEPHEN FAULKNER, Selectmen 


ALONZO A. WARK, of 
LYMAN N. HOWES, Swanzey. 


ENOCH HOWES, Treasurer. 


REPORT 


SUPERINTENDING ScHooL CoMMITTER. 


a tee 


In compliance with the laws of the State, the following 
Report of the condition of the Common Schools of Swan- 
zey, for the year engine March 11, 1873, is respectfully 
submitted : 


The usual sum of $1500.00 to be raised by taxation, 
was voted at the last annual town meeting for the support 
of schools. ‘To this was added a literary fund of $129.90, 
and $25.10 which arises fiom taxation on dogs. This 
amounts to $1655.00, the sum total appropriated for schools 
during the past year. It was voted to divide the money 
by giving each district fifteen dollars, and the remainder, 
one-half according to the valuation, and the other half 
pro rata to number of scholars as taken from the last Re- 
port of the Superintending School Committee. 


The amount of money, thus appropriated, has afforded 
230 1.2 weeks of schooling (including three weeks in No. 
13 not completed) with an average of about eighteen 
weeks to each district. ‘This is expending Lut a very 
limited sum for the support of our schools where 374 dif- 
ferent scholars have attended during the year; and tax- 
payers who should think otherwise, and who feel more the 
burden of our town debt, may learn from our State Re- 
port, perhaps to their satisfaction, that there are no less 
than twenty other towns in Ghesiire County that expend 
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more school money proportionally to the number of sch ol- 
ars than Swanzey has heretofore. ‘The money which our 
town raises for the support of its schools is not expended 
without some equivalent. It is invested in the education 
of our youth, in whom we should have a common interest 
for their business qualifications and usefulness in society. 


SPECIAL REPORTS. 


oe 


District No. 1.—The Summer term was taught by Miss 
J. Ei. Woop, and it is believed she gave very good satis- 
faction. Her quiet and pleasant manner of conducting 
her school here proved very successful; for by such means 
she secured good order, and gained the good will of her 
pupils. The record of the term showed a very fair 
attendance with but few tardy marks. Some scholars of 
this school appear to have more interest in their studies 
than others, and such always make the better improve- 
ment. | 

The Winter term, of only seven weeks, was in charge of 
Miss Serena P. Waitney who, in her experience of more 
than fifty months of school-teaching, thinks she never met 
with more difficulty and perplexity than in this school. 
Miss Whitney appears to be a good instructor and to 
understand her duties as a teacher. ‘The prosperity and 
happiness of the term were somewhat marred by the mis- 
conduct of a few whose influence proved detrimental to 
the best interests of the school. 
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If parents, at home, would properly reprove their chil- 
dren for their misdemeanor at school, or sustain the teacher 
in so doing, our teachers would have less trouble in the 
management of such scholars. 

For a school of nineteen different scholars (etd was a 
wide diversity in their appearance, and the amount of 
good they accomplished. A portion of them learned well 
and manifested a good degree of interest in their studies, 
while others, it is no injustice to say, appeared listless and 
inattentive to their duties, and were much inclined to 
whisper and communicate. Some of the recitations at 
the examination were good. The Geograpy class excelled, 
and exhibited upon the black-board some good specimens 
of map-drawing which were well explained. 

No. 2. The Summer term was taught by Miss Aspe F. 
ALEXANDER, who succeeded in keeping a very good school, 
although she labored at a disadvatage against some influ- 
_ ences prejudicial to her success, and which, we believe, 
originated outside the school room and caused the difficul- 
ty within. Four visits were made to this school by your 
Committee, yet nothing was discovered in its management 
which required correction or much interference. There is 
reason to believe that family prejudice and jealousies had 
very much to do with the unpleasantness which here 
occurred. No reconciliation could be effected; and the 
same state of bad feelings continued. However, the 
examination on the last day of the term was very satis- 
factory. ‘The school was orderly; and the exercises and 
recitations were creditable to both teacher and those pupils 
who were present. 

Miss Laura A. Hitt taught in the Winter, and gave 
good satisfaction. ‘The Committee made only a brief 
examination of this school at its close; but from what he 
saw, and learned of others, then present, he can report the 
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recitations and exercises good and very interesting, show- 
ing that the scholars had been faithfully instructed, and 
had made good progress. It was observed by the register 
that the attendance was quite irregular; but a part of this 
was excused Ly the teacher as having been caused by 
sickness. 


No. 3. Miss Mary L. J. Brown, formerly a teacher in 
this district, was employed for the Summer term, but 
taught only three and one-half weeks, when sickness 
obliged her to discontinue the school. 


‘The second term commenced September 16, taught by 
Miss Frora EK. Witcox, who here made her beginning as 
a teacher. ‘The school when visited was quiet and order- 

ly; and if such was the every day appearance, it deserves 
especial mention. Very fair improvement was made, but 
moré particularly in Arithmetic. A little more experience 
would probably improve Miss Wilcox as a teacher. ‘That 
lack, of confidence, which she now exhibits in the school- 
room, would be overcome by earnest endeavors to dis- 
charge her school duties. 


No. 4. A successful term was taught in the Summer by 

liss Lovina A. Rockwoov. The quietude and order of 

P an when visited, were particularly noticed. It 

~ appeared that the scholars were well instructed in all the 

studies, and that no labor or pains were spared by the 

teacher in her efforts to improve the minds and habits of 
those intrusted to her care. 7 


Miss Nexure FE. Burrivt taught the Winter term. A|- 
though this teacher had less experience than many others 
to bring to her aid in this school, she showed an excellent 
adaptation to the business, and proved herself a good dis- 
cipliniarian and a thorough instructor. The school ap- 
peared finely on examination day. The scholars recited 
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well, and were very quiet and orderly. ‘Chis was decid- 
edly a successful term. 

No. 5. The Summer term was in care of Miss Anna M. 
Exuis who formerly taught in the same district. The 
expectation that this would be a prosperous term under 
her instruction, was fully realized. The teacher manifest- 
ed her usual interest in the welfare of her school, and left 
nothing untried or undone, within her means, to advance 
the minds of her pupils. Her school was well classified, 
and the classes were well arranged. ‘The final examina- 
tion showed that the labor of the teacher had been be- 
stowed upon all of her pupils, and not upon any particular 
part or portion. Consequently the improvement was gen- 
eral. i. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Laura I. Grirrin 
who is a good manager and a faithful teacher, During 
the seven weeks of this term considerable interest. Was 
awakened among the scholars who manifested their - just» 
appreciation of their teacher and the school, by good. be- 
havior and diligence in their studies. ‘The school appeared 
well at the closing examination. According to the teach- 
er’s report, three scholars received no tardy, absenis or 
dismissal mark during the term. 

No. 6. The Summer term was kept by Miss Vitta R. heal 
Hotsroox, who is a good instructor for so young a teacher 
of her experience. The term would have been a pleasant 
and profitable one, except for some outsidé occurrences 
which disaffected a few of the parents who withdrew their 
interest and support from the school. The teacher en- 
deavored, however, to discharge her duties faithfully in 
the school room, and the scholars generally did well and 
made good improvements. 

Miss Cuana A. Oaxman was employed in the Winter. 
This was her third term in this district, and she was stic- 
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cessful, as heretofore, in keeping a good school. Most of 
the scholars showed considerable interest in their studies, 
while some others appeared very indifferent. Some of the 
classes did finely in Arithmetic, a branch in which they 
had evidently been well exercised by the teacher. The 
reading of a few at the examination was good, while 
others showed a particular deficiency in this art; but this 
defect nay be overcome by patient study, drill and prac- 
tice. ‘The parents of this district are ahead of some others 
in visiting school, as shown by their general turn out on 
examination day. This is a good expression for the inter- 
est that some have for their children at school. 

No. 7. The services of Miss Jennre A. Fautkner were 
secured for the Summer term. This was sufficient assur- 
ance to all concerned that the school would bea good one. 
During these eight weeks no better improvement could 
have been expected. Every class received its share of 
attention, and made good improvement. 

Miss Faulkner is very zealous in her labors as a teacher, 
and has a natural tact for managing a school as well as a 
happy faculty of imparting instruction to her pupils in an 
intelligent manner, and inspiring them with a love for 
learning, and a desire to do well in all things. 

Miss Emma F. Reap taught in the Winter, and is well 
known asa successful teacher. Your Committee found 
no better appearing school, all things considered, than he 
saw here. In this district most of the parents take more 
than the usual amount of interest in their schools; this 
has a very salutary effect, and is a help to the teadWer. 
The classes appeared well on the examination day, show- 
ing they had been under faithful and competent instruc- 
tion. 

No. 8. Miss Asma A. Bouies taught successfully the 
Summér term. ‘During this short pericd of only six weeks, 
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ali the improvement was mace that could reasonably be 
expected. The teacher evidently made the most possible 
of the time she spent in this school. The scholars ap- 
peared studious, quiet and orderly. No marks of tardi- 
ness were upon the register, and there was a good attend- 
ance. 

The Winter term, with Miss Crara A. Hanpy, did not 
prove as prosperous as was first expected. But we have 
heard no complaint in regard to the teacher, who appeared 
to labor well and faithfully with the few she kept under 
her charge. She is a good instructor, and manages and 
governs well for one of her experience. ‘The honorary 
science of pugilism, which is not included among the com- 
mon English branches, was practiced here, among certain 
scholars, much to the disadvantage of the school. It 
effected to destroy the happiness of the term, and caused 
the indignation of parents, some of whom in their resent- 
ment at such conduct in the presence of their children, 
took them from school, leaving but four in attendance 
during the last week. The parents might, and should 
have settled this affair, themselves, and their family ani- 
mosity ; kept their children at school, and required them 
to attend to their duties, and keep the peace. 

No. 9. There were three terms of schooling in this 
district. he first two in the Summer and Fall, compris- 
ing sixteen weeks, were taught by Miss Crara A. Hanpy. 
She is one of our live teachers, and her manners, in the 
school-room, are calculated to produce an impression of 
life and interest in her school. Good improvement was 
shown at the end of the term. But the same improve- 
ment was not observed in all. The reason of this differ- 
ence is, we think, that some receive more home-encour- 
agement and assistance in their studies than others, and 
possibly have more natural lowe for I#arning. » 
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Miss Annie D. Coox taught the Winter term. The 
teacher endeavored to be faithful, but was not altogether 
successful in maintaining that interest which we have 
usually found in this school, especially among the older 
scholars. ‘The school was visited near the close, perhaps 
under unfavorable circumstances. The school-room was 
then cold, cheerless, and somewhat desolate. ‘The scholars 
remaining appeared as well as their uncomfortable sitna- 
tion would permit. 

No. 10. This district has been prospered with good 
schools this year, which we think the citizens and parents 
well appreciate. Miss Emmy R. Bartey had charge of the 
Summer term. We found no exception in the appearance 
of this school. A well-earned reputation for keeping good 
schools, serves as a help and moral support to any teacher. 
Miss Bailey has the advantage of this. Her diligence, 
thoroughness and kindness to her pupils, secure her suc- 
cess, and are her distinguishing elements as a teagher. 

The second term commenced September 9, taught by 
Miss Lovina A. Rockwoop, who was teacher of No. 4 in 
the Summer. She here discharged her duties with fidelity 
and enjoyed, we believe, the respect and confidence of all 
connected with the interests of the school. Good improve- 
ment was made. 

No. 11. The Summer term was under the instruction of 
Miss Minnie C. Goutp. After keeping eight weeks this 
school suspended for a short vacation during the hottest 
weather. There were, after this, four weeks more of 
schooling which properly belong to the same term. This 
was a pleasant school, and the scholars must have profited 
much under the instruction which they received. The 
teacher, with her quiet but successful method of discipline, 
kept an orderly and well-regulated school. She also had 
the confidence, good will and high esteem of her pupils 
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who generally endeavored to do well and merit her appro- 
bation. 

The Winter term was in charge of Miss M. Appis 
Morse who taught two terms preceding this in No. 13, 
herein reported. Miss Morse isa wide-awake, thorough- 
going teacher, and has evidently an interest in the busi- 
ness in which she engages. The pupils appeared well in 
all the departments of study and made excellent progress, 
which was clearly shown at the examination. ‘This was 
a profitable school where all that attended might learn that 
would learn. 

No. 12. A term of nine weeks was taught in the Fall by 
Miss Harrie MM. Cittey. There were sixteen different 
scholars in attendance, but only six were members of the 
district, and two of these were temporary residents. As 
shown by the school register, only three scholars attended 
during the last week of the term. The conclusion is that 
the others left to attended school in their home districts. 
Considering the broken and irregular attendance, the school 
was all one could expect. ‘The school-house in this dis-' 
trict is in the most delapitated condition. ‘The inhabitants 
are aware of this, and probably will make some of the 
needfil repairs another year. 

No. 13. This district has not a suitable school-house for 
the accommodation of the number of pupils that here 
attend. It was badly constructed, and is now much out 
of repair. Fifty scholars, of all the different sizes, ages, 
and grades, crowded into such a school-room, and forced 
to sit for hours in these ill-shaped desks, cannot enjoy 
much ease or comfort. They are at a great disadvantage 
in trying to do well or appear well. Yet it may be a 
satisfaction to know that they have some very interesting 
and promising scholars who have been deserving of a 
pleasanter and more befitting school-room as a place for 


study. Asa school, they have made excellent progress 
the past year under the instruction of Miss M. Appz 
Morsr who has had considerable experience, and is an 
efficient and practical leacher. 

There were two terms, Summer and Winter, in the 
whole twenty weeks, during which a large amount of 
work was accomplished. ‘The instruction of the teacher 
was thorongh and practical in whatever she taught, and 
no pains were spared to aid and encourage her pupils in 
their studies. More of a general interest was awakened 
and maintained than we usually see in such a school. 
Arithmetic was the chief forte of many of the scholars, 
and some excelled in this branch. The classes in Geogra- 
phy and Reading did finely. A few appeared well in 
English Grammar; but more of them should have attend- 
ed to this neglected study. 

An additional term of six weeks, or more, is now being 
kept by the same teacher, three weeks of which are to be 
supported by individual subscriptions in the district, 


Besides the schools mentioned in the foregoing reports, 
a successful term of Select School was taught in the Fall 
at Unionviile, District No. 2, by Miss Emma KE. Brown. 


te 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


4 © 


Our various districts have generally, during the past 
year, been prospered with good schools which have aver- 
aged fairly with those of the pastfew years; and they have 
in some respects excelled. Considering that twenty-one 
different teachers have been employed to teach these 
schools, it cannot reasonably be expected that all of them 
would have the same qualifications, or experience the 
same success. Some of our teachers have been superior 
ones, and have accordingly done excellent service ; others 
have done passably well, giving very good satisfaction 
where they taught; and of such it would be unreasonable 


to complain. 
None of our schools have been failures; yet some have 


not proved all we wouid desire them to be; and our 
expectation of them, in some cases, has not been fully 
realized. Parents are greatly responsible for what their 
children are at school; and in some cases they have 
failed to co-operate with the teacher, through which means 
the prosperity and interest of a term of school have been 
seriously impaired. We regret that cause of this kind has 
occurred to injure any of our schools. It is true there is 
a difference in our teachers. None of them should claim 
perfection. They have different qualifications, and are 
not alike adapted to the avocation of teaching. The ser- 
vices of some are more valuable than others; yet none 
have been employed the past year, as we at aware, who 
have not, at least. proved faithful to their charge, iil who 
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have not deserved the individual and united support of 
every member of the district, citizen as well as parent. 


Our teachers have generally been successful in main- 
taining good discipline in their schools. Very little of that 
old corroding habit of whispering and communication has 
been observed. Wherever such habits have existed to any 
great extent, it is attributable to the mismanagement of 
the teacher, or inability, or indisposition to govern. 


Our schools are now well provided with a uniformity of 
text-books, which prove very satisfactory, and are well 
adapted to the times. Hillard’s Series of Readers have 
been substituted for Town and Holbrook’s Progressive 
Series which have been so long in use in our town. The 
selections in these old readers had grown so familiar and 
stale in the minds of many of our scholars, that they were 
losing their interest in reading, and were improving in it 
less term by term. ‘The change was necessary, and met 
the approval of every teacher in town without a known 
exception. 


If it is desirable that our schools should attain a higher 
standard of excellence, more of a public spirit must be 
shown in their favor, and the inhabitants of the several 
districts must be more united and in harmony with each 
other. They might do more toward the support and en- 
couragement of their teachers, if they would exercise, all 
of them, a proper home-influence and moral control over 
those they send toschool. Parents should know how their 
children conduct at school, how they there improve their 
time, and whether they are tardy and getting dismissed 
every day, or playing the part of truant. Those of them 
who rarely or never visit school—and there are many such 
—are apt to accept the reports of their children concerning school— 
let reports be trathful or otherwise—and thereby projudices and false 
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impressions will occasionally be formed against a school and its 
teacher. 

Our schools should be no minor consideration among our town 
affairs. ‘To improve them would be to improve our worth and pros- 
perity as a town. To neglect them would be to neglect our own 
interests, and discourage the education of our youths and their quali- 
fications for business and usefulness in life. It becomes us, there- 
fore, as public citizens, and as inhabitants of our Commonwealth, 


to be united in our school interests, and labor more effectually for the 


encouragement and support of good schools. 
For further particulars, consult the Tables annexed to this Report. 


G. I. CUTLER, 
Superintending School Committee. 


“we 
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SUMMER AND FALL SCHOOLS. 














DISTRICTS, P : : : : Tf} Tie. | TV- 1 Vv; Ee pee TX. EXT Rese XI. | XI. 
Length of School in weeks, : : 8 | 8 z Ss FE 9 | oe em Ort oe Oelzen oO 9 
Whole number of pupils, . . «. | 191441151 164 19 | 13 | 29] 2 | 20! 21] 24] 32 | 14 | 49 
Malego Sie. ae ee |. | 5412)40| 7|12] 6 | 14} 17] 9/15 | 8 -| 93 
Females, . : : : : 5 10 gets 10") 4) | get 6 | 17 ‘i 6.) 314.7 161-17 6 | 26 
Average attendance, . : - ; lin 36.0) 12.3) 15 |17.2|/12.6 125.7 |11.1 | 15 16.6 |20.5 123.19} 9.6 42.68 
Number of pupils over 16 years, . . 0; O|} 0 | 0 | 1 ti Be | 0 0 | 1 2! 0 2 9) 
‘Number of tardinesses, . ; ° | OT) 4912 iO Fas | 0; 12:0 3 | 65 | 12 | 46 0 | 51 
Number not absent one-half day, . ; q 9 3 6 6 6 7 | 0 7 9 6 2 1 15 
Number not tardy, . : : : 16 | s0geaeem 16 | 17 | 13 | 22) 12 | 18 | 167-16 | 15 | 14 “(ase 
Number ne‘ther absent nor tardy,. —.. OT ee aot 6 | 6 Mee | Ol anions 1 2 | 18 
Number of vi-its by Supt. Commmittee, 3) Same 1) 2 | 4 ees | Dey pth’. ped a? 48 BS pot 1 3 
Number cf visits: by Prudential Committee,| 0 | 0 30 | 1 aie 1 0 2s 1 2 2 0 | 0 
Number of visits by Citizens and others, | 42 | 34; 1 | 21 | 20 | 24 | 24 | 12 | 48 | 19 | 894 53 3 | 28 
Wagesof Teacher per mo. including bvard,|$21 | 32 | 141 OS 248 | °94. | 22 | 24 | 26 | 26 {28 00\16 00.32 00 





*Fall Terms, 
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WINTER SCHOOLS. 














DISTRICTS, - ; ; . ° | | C7. 1V. | V. | VE | VII. | VILL) IX. | X. | XI. | XIL/XI 
Length of School in weeks, .  . Ta ee0 RS eT 10d | oe ot] | 79 11 
Whole number of Bop a oe : | 19° eee 1822) | 28 | 17 | 84 | 14 184 227 1:30 ty | 40 
Males, $ . : ‘ . si i 8 8 15 10 16 7 18 | 14 16 o | 22 
Females, : ; ‘ ; ; ; 8 10s) 13 8 . 18 i 6 13 14 23 
Average attendance, . : : ° 18 30. a0 16.15 |17 oe 22 114.86 |27.74 |10.75 \19. 14 2 1.64 126.19] =! | 36.2 
Number of pupils over 16 years, . : 4 a | 2 4 1 8 1 a 3 2 2 a eI 
Number of tardinesses, . : 7 17 ; 25 Laetaa. 0 | 8 | on oes) ae 87 
Number not absent one-half day, re ; 8 6 9 12 6 6 2 3 4 43 i 5 
Number nottardy, . . . | 13 F We 1S 18 Boe 99 a og eye on Se 
Number neither absent nor tardy,.. —. 6/ 1 5 | gieiens 4 3 1 3 3 2 ~ 1 5 
Number of visits of Supt. Committee, 2 2 2 2 | 2 2 : 3 2 2 3 4 
Number of visits by Prudential Committee,| 0 | 1 0 | 0 | 1 1 rr | 1 2 1 1 
Number of visits by Citizens and others, 9 E 28 | 2 24 22 19 | 3 43 40 | 41 27 
Wages of Teacher per mo., including board,|$32 |36 ool14- 00,24 00.31 00/20 00.28 00. 09 “00 24 00/26 0032 00 $32 
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SUMMER AND FALL SCHOOLS. WINTER SCHOOLS. 
Dists. | Prudential Committees,, —-—_— — — — 
Teachers. | Residences. Teachers. Residences. 
No. 1./Chas. G. Gilmore, Miss J E, Wood,  ~ | Gilsum. Miss Serena P. Whitney,| Stoddard, 
No. 2 |Joseph E. Long, Miss Abbie F. Alexander, Swanzey. Miss Laura A. Hill, Keene. 
No. 3./George F. Lane, Miss Mary L. J. Br wn, Keene. Miss Flora E. Wilcox, Swanzey. 
No. 4.jAlfred S. Blake, Miss Lovina A. Rrckwood, | Swanzey. [Miss Nellie F. Burrill, Keene. 
No. 5./Charles R. Worcester, |Miss Anna M. Eliis, Swanzey. | Miss Laura I, Griffin, Harrisville. 
No 6.|J, Allen Beal, Miss Villa R. Holbrook, Swanzey. Miss Clara A. Oakman, | West Swanzey. 
No. 7-|George W. Brooks, Miss Jennie A. Faulkner, W estport. Miss Emma F. Read, Westport. 
No. 8.|Amasa Ballou, Miss Abida A. Bolles, West Swanzey.| Miss Clrra Handy, Swanzey. 
No. 9.|David W. Harris, Miss Clara Handa, Swanzey. Miss Annie D. Cook, Richmond. 
No. 1C.|/Enoch Howes, Miss Emily R. Bailey, Swanzey. Miss L. A. Rockwood, Swanzey. 
No. 11.!Virgil A. Holbrook, —|Miss Minnie C, Go Id, West Swanzey.|Miss M, Addie Morse, | Alstead. 
No. 12.;Edwin Snow, Miss Hattie M. Cilley, Warwick, Ms. 
No. 13.;Amos Lawrence, Miss M. Addie Morse. Alstead, Miss M Addie Morse, | Alstead. 
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Dismarons, Number of| Av. Attend. |Amount to each| Am’t to each 

‘| Scholars. | forthe year.| District. Scholar. 

No. 1. 24 17 70 S2715° 16 $4 80 
No. 2. 52, 33 20 4.8196 37 3 78 
No. 3. 18 14 20 | . 109 57 6 09 
No. 4. az 16 10° 94 80 4 12 
Nos: 8: 23 19 61 113 00 4 91 
No. 6. 18 13 71 70 84 3 94 
No. 7.4 152 39 26 72 139 39 3 57 
No. 8. 14 10 91 96 03 6 86 
No. 9. 29 16 92 109 72 3 78 
No. 10. 30 21 07 145 92 4 86 
No. 11. 39° |. > 24 69, 220 33 ty 5 67 
Wo.12: c 5 14 aT oe 1? be 
No. 18. 58 39 44 206 76 3 56 
| 374 259 41 | $1,655 00 | 443 _ 








